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Climate + Change Workshop 29 July 2019 
Speaking Notes 

 
“Saving Humanity: What’s morality got to do with it?” 

 
Presenter: Catherine Murupaenga-Ikenn 
  

(Check against delivery) 

Introduction 

This is our challenge: 

Slide 2:    

 Fierce heat, chaos, destruction. 

 The Earth is literally being consumed. 

How could humanity possibly arrive at such a state? 

Slide 3:   The World Economic Forum’s Global Risk Report for 2019 drops some 
fairly big hints:  

Based on their research, it shows the top environmental, economic, geopolitical, societal and 
technological risks in the world right now, and the interconnectedness of those risks with one 
another.  

Notice that ‘Failure of climate “change” mitigation and adaptation’ is right up there in the 
centre, and directly linked to other risks like: 

 Water crises; 

 Food crises; 

 Ecosystem collapse; 

Slide 4:  

 Unemployment; 

http://www.confer.co.nz/pcc2018/
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 Failure of governance at the national, regional or global level; … 

…pretty much everything.  

Our shocking story is that humanity allowed all these different situations to approach crisis 
point in the first place.  Which is another way of saying, “there must be something real screwy 
going on with our values!” 

Some may protest “There’s nothing wrong with my values”: 

 It’s the Government! 

 It’s our economic operating system – it’s capitalism! 

 It’s profit-hungry, intensive resource-extracting and polluting business and industry! 

 It’s our schools that indoctrinate our tamariki to be obedient order-following consumers 
rather than empowered, creative-thinking responsible citizens… 

And you may be right.  

But even if you are, all those institutions and system failures are just symptomatic of a root 
cause; a different kind of crisis: one that doesn’t feature in that Global Risk Report – but it 
definitely should, because it’s absolutely foundational. 

Slide 5:   That is, a crisis of kaupapa, of moral purpose, of identity:  Why are we 
here?  What are our ethical values, our enlightened culture?  As individuals and as a society?  
Because everything’s driven by our social norms, our beliefs and behaviours, what we do (or 
don’t) value. 

So, how did we let everything get so bad?   

Slide 6:  

Either: 

 We must have some pretty crazy and destructive beliefs going on, which begs the 
question “why haven’t we corrected them?!” 

Or: 
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Slide 7:  

 We have all the basic human rights and environmental standards we need to course 
correct humanity to a better future, on: 

o Economic, Social and Cultural rights; 
o Civil and political rights; 
o Women’s and children’s rights; 
o Indigenous peoples rights (and in Aotearoa of course we have Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

that sets out the rights of tangata whenua and the obligations of ‘the Crown’); 
o Even guidelines for business to follow in terms of human rights and 

environmental protection; … 

…But our problem is walking our talk and implementing these standards – which is another way 
of saying, if We, The People, valued these standards, if citizens really had a sense of our 
sovereign mana and authority and… 

Slide 8:   …our civic duty as Heroes… 

Slide 9:  …to stand up for justice when we saw anyone’s rights under 
attack,…  

Slide 10:   …then we could bring balance and healing back –  

If we’d integrate these standards in a meaningful way into society (including an easily 
understandable constitution, founded on Te Tiriti o Waitangi, that puts environmental 
protection first, human rights second, protection of our particular brand of Aotearoa’n 
democracy third, and private profit-making corporate privileges last)… they’d be our acid test of 
accounting and accountability for: 

 Every piece of legislation,  

 Every government policy, 

 The way business and industry operates, 

 Our economy, and even 
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Slide 11:  

 The way that we, as individuals, think, speak and act – habitually, because that’s where 
all creation stems from: human consciousness! 

Slide 12   (this is science: It’s what Quantum Physics tell us… 

Slide 13   – which is only what ancient spiritual wisdom and traditional 
indigenous knowledge has told us anyway). 

In short, the degree to which we fail to uphold these standards, is the degree to which we’re 
complicit in allowing violations of them to occur.  

And if there’s one thing about violations, it’s that violence begets violence. 

What more striking example can there be than humanity’s violence against Papatūānuku (our 
Earth Mother) and Ranginui (our Father sky) which has led to the ultimate consequence of our 
climate catastrophe.   

So it’s time to find our courage, and our compassion:  

Slide 14   If there was ever a campaign to sign up for, it’s the campaign for 
climate justice!  

 

ENDS 

 


